w, what a Wyoming

winter! Habitats across

Wyoming are covered

in snow and ice and will slowly be
turning to green over the next few
months of spring. Animals that hi-

\ pring is an important time for
all of Wyoming’s wildlife. The
forage, or food, that herbivores

eat starts to grow. An herbivore is an
animal that eats vegetation. Prong-
horn antelope, moose, deer and elk are
herbivores, just to name a few. Can
you think of other animals that are her-
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bernate will wake up hungry and be ont forget to watch for
in search of food after the long win- migratory birds returning
ter’s nap. Others will start to migrate, to Wyoming this spring!

or move, back to the habitats where

they will spend their spring and sum-
mers.

arnivores, or meat-eaters, are at isan omnivore? An om-
ready for spring, too. They nivore is an ;mima!that eats

either plants or animals. So
it is a combination of a carnivore and
an herbivore. A bear is an example of
known carnivores are mountain lions, an omnivore. Black bears eat meat,
mink and red fox. Can you think of but did you know they eat mostly ber-
ries and nuts and other vegetation like
twigs, leaves and plant roots. They
also like insects they find living under
rocks or in tree bark. What are some
other omnivores?

spend many long hours in the
winter searching for food. Some well-

other carnivores that live in your area?
What do they eat?

Our Wildlife Heritage 5 Ovutdoor Classroom
Around Wyoming 6 Test Your Knowledge
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_ JOHN LUND “I can remember thinklncing that being they were able to CatChatth;:;‘i‘i .

. 4 game warden would be 4 cool job, and charge him for wh
West Casper Game_ Warden and I was righe.” , “T also like my job because of the v,

Itis Warden Lund’s job to make sure tiety of things we do,” Warden Lund
people are respecting wildlife and- “My job has allowed me to work many — says. | 8€o work with hunters, figh.
following the laws. It is an impor- places around the state of Wyoming,  erman, help with boating safety a
tantjob to protect the wildlife. “Most My favorite cases involve the investj.  well as educating the public on
_People are Iaw—abiding citizens and | gation of illegal wildlife kil where  various wildlife issues. But most
really enjoy working with them,” people intentionally viplace wildlife  of all, | 8et to be outside with
s2ys Warden Lund, “By my job laws,” says Warden Lund. “There a7¢ Wyoming’s wildlife,”
s to do wildlife [a enforcement, people who make mistakes, and there ' ;
and I take thar seriously.” ~arepeople who know whay they are  Don't forget to say hello to
about to do js wrong.” One recent Warden Lund if you see him
Warden Lund was first interested in case, Warden Lund caughta guy who — in the field. He might be ta]
becoming 4 §ame warden when he wag killed two elk jn the wrong area and ing with ﬁS}_}ﬂ“’?L hunters

bkid. He loved hunring and wildlife tried to cover jt up. But thanks the orlandowner, Wy ——
Was-out in-the field when he was warder - fostBrc e

checked by » game warden, ——
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Averages about two feet in length with a
five- to six-foot wingspan.

Mainly fish, but also snakes, frogs, and small
rodents.

In areas close to large areas

of water. In Wyoming they are

found mostly near Yellowstone

and Jackson Hole.

Ospreys are also called fish hawks. That is because
they eat fish. Ospreys are great at fishing. They
soar 20 to 100 feet above the water until they
see a fish near the surface of the water. They
then swoop in with their talons, or claws on their
feet, and grab the fish. Ospreys even go under the
water! Can you imagine the splash this must make?
When they surface with a fish and begin to fly
away, they make sure to put the head of the fish
pointing into the wind so they can fly more easily.

Mink

Size: Weighs one to three pounds and measures

around 19 fo 28 inches long, not including its tail.

Eats: Lots of animals including frogs, crayfish,
beetles, fish, ducks, songbirds, and muskrats.
Lives: In marshes and thick grass, bushes and
logs along the banks of streams.

Mink are fierce predators that can kill and eat all
kinds of animals. They can even kill animals that
are bigger than they are, like a muskrat or even a
duck! Mink are good swimmers and can even chase
down their prey when they are in the water. They
are quick and strong when they are searching for
food along the water’s banks as well. Mink live in
dens that another animal has made. The dens are
usually close fo a river or pond bank.

J'-.‘-j”‘
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Wild Turkey

Size: 36 to 49 inches.

Eats: Nuts, acorns and seed from the ground, but
also grains, insects, frogs and lizards.

Lives: In open forests and forest edges.

Wyoming has two kids of turkeys; Merriam’s and
Rio Grande. They live in different habitats. Did you
know turkeys have a wingspan of up to six feet?
They are good fliers, but usually don't fly during
the day unless they are alarmed. In the evening
they fly into a big tree, most often a ponderosa
pine, to roost or spend the night. The next day
they fly back down to the ground again in search
of food. Even though turkeys roost in a tree, they
nest on the ground. They make their nests out of
leaves and grasses.

Fox squirrel

Size: Around 17 to 28 inches long with a tail
anywhere from seven to 13 inches.

Eats: Nuts, seeds, and other parts but plants, but
also insects, bird eggs, and even young birds.

Lives: In eastern Wyoming from the cities to the
plains.

Fox squirrels are tree squirrels that live in eastern
Wyoming. They get their name because their bushy
tails look like fox tails. These tails help them travel
through the trees safely by helping them balance.
Fox squirrels have two litters of young each year.
They build their nests, which can be seen in trees,
with twigs and leaves. When a squirrel starts to
chatter, it is actually an alarm to all the other
squirrels that danger is near. Listen for the chatter
next time you are near a squirrel. Does it think you
are dangerous?




ative Americans once used
Nwiid turkeys for a lot of
things. Mainly they depended
upon turkeys for a food source.
But Native Americans also used
them as a source of clothing,
weapons and decoration. Early
settlers from Europe relied on

turkeys, too. But, in Wyoming,

WHAT IF THERE WERE

NO GOBBLE?
Did you know that in the 1930s, wild turkeys were

wild turkey are not native. That

means turkeys were brought

into Wyoming, but they weren’t
.. close to extinction? Extinction is when all the animals of
originally here. Turkeys were . ) .
et browioht v the Lt one kind die. But people worked hard to help the wild turkey

SRR I e akamlk make a comeback. Turkeys were restocked around the coun-

Pealrares apside of Wit try, and their numbers grew. We now have lots of turkeys

People then moved some of these ~  and even two kinds in Wyoming — the Rio Grande and
turkeys to the Black Hills area . Merriam’s! We have these two species, or types, of

around Newcastle in the late
1940s and early 1950s. Now we

have turkeys all around the state.

wild turkeys, because they live in dif- &
ferent habitats. S

Have you seen them where you

live?

"~._»géh; =k
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e X 4 M)ule deer migrate to and from ne of the main concerns is
( J @eerr o £ the Wyoming Range by crossing a major that mule deer Wont.use the un-
' 3 filp o TS, Flinhs W 1h i derpasses, but recent pictures taken

known as Nugget Canyon. Can you by a motion-activated Web camera
» show that some animals are using

it! Green River Wildlife biologists
think that these underpasses

will save 200 to
- _ : 300  mule
another. The areas that wildlife move U;n;r::ier - . ‘ deer a

passes
live in the winter to places they will  allow

Migration takes place in

Wyoming in the spring. find Nugget Canyon on a map? Recent

Migration is the ly there were six underpasses built un-

wildlife moving der the highway between

TR e Sage Junctionand

Ve an
It will
also
help

m o -

between are often from places they

live in the summer. This can be very ~ wild-
life to
pass

: under E
ranges just to name of few of the ob- |} high- by re-

dangerous for wildlife. They have to

cross roads, highways and mountain torists

stacles. But in southwestern Wyo- — way instead > ".‘ SR S ducing the
Sl SR danger of hit

ming, some deer are getting a break. of crossing it. )
ting a deer.

S it

Iransportation and Western Ecosystems Tech- . S 2 ’ . .

“nology. The Wyoming Game and Fish has been working
for 20 years to reduce deer and vehicle collisions during /< B %W = -
migrations in Nugget Canyon, and now with everyone’s -

help, we are making a difference.

Photograph by Mark Gocke
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Outdoor Classroom
Signs, Signs, Everywhere There Are Signs...

ou might be surprised at

how many wild animals

are around, even in town.

We don’t see them often because
many come out only at
night. But they leave
signs;

if  we

know

what to

look for.
- Dens and
““  burrows, dams
' across  streams,
- claw marks or

& chewed bark on

g trees, tracks,

droppings,

Wlldhfe can be fun to watch You
should always make sure you arent
getting too close and interfering with
the normal lives of the wildlife. A
good way to practice wildlife watch-
ing is by trying to find some fox
squirrels. Fox squirrels live in many
Wyoming towns. These beautiful an-
imals are used to being around people
and are easy to watch. Find a squirrel

STOP

LOOK!

Animals leave signs,

if we know what
to look for.

hair — all are signs of mammals.

This spring, take a look for tracks
in a field. You might find some in
mud. You might find a tiny trail
left by a mouse, or even big-
ger prints of a rabbit or

squirrel. Maybe you will
even see the footprints
of a fox or coyote.

Look and You Might See:
Wolf Tracks in t/}f M zm’

Mouscrat Homes, or Beaver Trails
going down to the water!

and study how it jumps from branch to  rope walk on electric power lines,

branch. Watch how it buries a nut in

the grass, or how it chatters and taunts

when it senses danger. Some ___ squir-
S

rels can do

tight -

Wyoming Wildlife's Wild Times = 7

high above the street.
do you think the §
squirrel has a long,
bushy tail? Can
you think of
different things

a squirrel might

use its tail for?

Write down as
many as you can
think of!




~TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE -

i | 2 Crosswovd Puzzle
ACROSS

3. When wildlife move from one area to another it
is called
4. This animal has been using underpasses to pass
underneath the highway in southwestern

Wyoming.

DOWN

1. When all the animals of one kind die
it is called :

2. An animal that eats both plants and
meat is an

L2 AN T UOTDATIY '€
SSOWV
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NMOQ

€arnivore, Herbivore ™y Bald-Eagle
or Omnivore?

Great Horned
. wild
Cottontail Turkey

Rabbit
e Bull Snake

Deer Mouse

Beaver
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